
How to Select the Right Fire Extinguisher for the Job 

Type What’s Burning Contents of Extinguisher

Wood, paper, rags, rubber, 
etc.

Water – type, foam, halon, multi-
purpose dry chemical

Flammable liquids, gases,
grease

Carbon dioxide, dry chemical, 
foam, multi-purpose dry 
chemical, water fog, halon

Live electrical current Multi-purpose dry chemical, dry 
chemical, carbon dioxide, halon

Burning metals Special dry chemical (i.e. sodium 
chloride base

Vegetable or animal oils Potassium Acetate Solution, will
foam to create a barrier between 
oil and O2
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